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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

1 . The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 
U.S.C. 102 that form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this 
Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1 ) an application for patent, published under section 
122(b), by another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or 
(2) a patent granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before 
the invention by the applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under 
the treaty defined in section 351 (a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an 
application filed in the United States only if the international application designated the United 
States and was published under Article 21 (2) of such treaty in the English language. 

2. Claims 1-2, 4-6, and 9-15 rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being 
anticipated by Shimizu et al. (US. 6609162). 

Regarding claim 1, Shimizu et al. discloses an image forming system 
constructed by a plurality of devices connected (Fig. 1 , col. 4, lines 23-26), 
comprising: 

A first device (scanner 102) having at least a read function to read an 
original document (fig. 2 t col. 5, lines 12-14), a setting function to set a 
processing condition with respect to image data thus read (Fig. 2, col. 5, lines 27- 
28) and a transmission function to process and transmit the original document 
image read under the processing condition set by the setting function 
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(operational panel 208) (fig. 1, col. 4, lines 30-33 and fig. 2, col. 5, lines 25-29); 
and 

A second device (printer 2095, 2902, 2903) connected to the first device 
(fig. 1, col. 4, lines 38-41) and having a change setting function to change the 
processing condition set by the setting function of the first device, of the original 
document image received from the first device (scanner 102), upon receipt of the 
original document image transmitted from the first device, and an image output 
function to perform processing on the original document image under the 
processing condition changed by the change setting function, thereby to output 
an image (figs. 24, col. 15, lines 49-67 and col. 16, lines 1-15). 

Regarding claim 2, Shimizu et al. discloses the system according to claim 1, 
wherein the processing condition is density information, original document type 
information such as a photographic original document, a text original document, 
or the like, image attribute information such as adjustment value information for 
correcting gamma, and the like (fig. 18, col. 11, lines 62-67 and col. 12, lines 1- 
7). 



Regarding claim 4, Shimizu et al. discloses an image read system in which a 
plurality of first devices (scanner 102) having at least a read function to read at 
least a original document image, and a second device (printers 2095, 2902, 
2903) having at least a setting function to set a read condition are connected 
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through a communication channel (fig. 1, col. 4, lines 22-27 and lines 38-42 and 
lines 50-53), wherein 

Each of the first devices (scanner 102) has a read function to read the 
original document, based on the read condition supplied from the second device 
(fig. 2, col. 5, lines 12-14), and 

The second device (printer2095, 2902, 2903) has setting means for setting 
a read condition for the read function of each of the first devices (fig. 1, figs. 5-7, 
col. 11, lines 36-67 and col. 12, lines 1-7), and an interface for outputting the 
read condition set by the setting means to each of corresponding one or ones of 
the devices (fig. 3, col. 5, line 45). 

Regarding claim 5, Shimizu et al. discloses the system according to claim 4, 
wherein first devices each having the setting function (operational panel 208) or 
the second device has the read function (fig. 1, col. 4, lines 50-61). 

Regarding claim 6, Shimizu et al. discloses the system according to claim 4, 
wherein the read condition is density information, original document type 
information such as a photographic original document, a text original document, 
or the like, image attribute information such as adjustment value information for 
correcting gamma, and the like (fig. 18, col. 11, lines 62-67 and col. 12, lines 1- 
7). 
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Regarding claim 9, Shimizu et al. discloses the system according to claim 4, 
wherein the read condition is density information, original document type 
information such as a photographic original document, a text original document, 
or the like, image attribute information such as adjustment value information for 
correcting gamma, and the like (fig. 18, col. 11, lines 62-67 and col. 12, lines 1- 
7). 



Regarding claim 10, Shimizu et al. discloses an image read system in which a 
plurality of first devices (scanner 102) having at least a read function to read at 
least a original document image (fig. 2, col. 5, lines 12-14), a second device 
(facsimile 2904) having at lest a setting function to set a read condition (fig. 
1 ,col.4, lines 64-67), and a third device (printer 2903) having at least an image 
forming function to form an image based on image data, on a medium where an 
image is to be formed, are connected through a communication channel (fig. 1, 
col. 4, Iine67 and col. 5, lines 1-3). 

Each of the first devices is comprised of a scanner (102) for reading the 
original document image (fig. 2, col. 5, lines 12-14), based on the read condition 
supplied from the second device, and a first interface (network interface 101) for 
outputting the image data read by the scanner to the third device (fig. 1 , col. 5, 
lines 17-18), together with an image forming condition of the image data supplied 
from the second device, to the third device (fig. 1 , col. 4, lines 26-28 and lines 64- 
67 and col. 5, lines 1-9), 
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The second device (facsimile 2904) is comprised of setting means for setting 
a read condition for the read function of each of the first devices, and individual 
image forming conditions for image data, respectively corresponding to the first 
devices (fig. 1, col.4, lines 62-67 and col. 5, lines 1-3; see figure 24), and a 
second interface (public network 2905) for outputting the read condition set by 
the setting means to each of corresponding one or ones of the first devices (fig. 
1, col. 4, lines 62-64), and 

The third device (printer 2903) has an image forming device for forming an 
image based on image data supplied from the first devices, on an image forming 
medium where an image to be formed, based on the image forming condition 
supplied together with the image data (fig. 17, col. 15, lines 49-67 and col. 16, 
lines 1-15). 



Regarding claim 1 1 , Shimizu et al. discloses the system according to claim 10, 
wherein each of the first devices (scanner 102) has at least one of the setting 
function and the image forming function 9operational panel: fig. 17, col. 11, lines 
1 1-20), the second device (printers 2095, 2902, or 2903) has at least one of the 
setting function and the image forming function (fig. 18, col. 1 1, lines 31-56), and 
the third device (facsimile device 2904) has at least one of the setting function 
and the read function (fig. 1, col. 4, lines 62-67) (col. 14, lines 5-10). 

Regarding claim 12, Shimizu et al. discloses the system according to claim 
10, wherein the read condition is density information, original document type 
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information such as a photographic original document, a text original document, 
or the like, image attribute information such as adjustment value information for 
correcting gamma, and the like (fig. 18, col. 11, lines 62-67 and col. 12, lines 1- 



Regarding claim 13, Shimizu et al. disclose the system according to claim 10, 
wherein each of the image forming condition is a condition which specifies image 
formation on one surface of the image forming medium, image formation on both 
surfaces of the image forming medium, rotation of the image data, reversal of 
image data, and image forming style expressing descending or ascending order 
of a plurality of pages of image data (fig. 17, col. 11, lines 36-67 and col. 12, lines 



Regarding claim 14, Shimizu discloses the system according to claim 10, 
wherein each of the image forming conditions specifies the type of the image- 
forming medium (sheet selection 3108: fig. 18, col. 12, line 4). 

Regarding claim 15, Shimizu discloses the system according to claim 14, 
wherein a condition specifying a type of the image forming medium is output 
medium information such as thick paper, color-dedicated paper, normal paper 
OHP, or the like (fig. 1 , col. 4, lines 53-56; see figs. 22 and 24). 



1-7). 



At 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 



3. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for 
all obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described 
as set forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to 
be patented and the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been 
obvious at the time the invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which 
said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the 
invention was made. 

4. Claims 7 and 16 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Shimizu et al. in view of Kato (6771386). 

Regarding claim 7, Shimizu et al. discloses the system according to claim 4, 
wherein each of the first and second devices has the setting function and the 
read function (figs. 2-3, col. 5, lines 12-28 and lines 39-52). 

Shimizu et al. does not disclose a master is specified by any one of the 
first and second devices, thereby to specify other device as slaves. 

Kato disclose a master is specified by any one of the first and second 
devices, thereby to specify other device as slaves (fig. 14, col. 1 1 , lines 32-36). 

It would have been obvious to one skilled in the art at the time of the 
invention to modify Shimizu et al. wherein a user device specify function is 
implemented to specify the dominant device, this feature allows a user to 
manipulate change and control over specific devices in the network without 
conflicting request job from remote locations. 
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Regarding claim 16, Shimizu et al. discloses the system according to 
claim 10, wherein each of the first and second devices has the setting function 
and the read function (figs. 2-3, col. 5, lines 12-28 and lines 39-52). 

Shimizu et al. does not disclose a master is specified by any one of the 
first and second devices, thereby to specify other device as slaves. 

Kato disclose a master is specified by any one of the first and second 
devices, thereby to specify other device as slaves (fig. 14, col. 11, lines 32-36). 

It would have been obvious to one skilled in the art at the time of the 
invention to modify Shimizu et al. wherein a user device specify function is 
implemented to specify the dominant device, this feature allows a user to 
manipulate change and control over specific devices in the network without 
conflicting request job from remote locations. 

Allowable Subject Matter 

5. Claims 3, 8, and 17-22 are objected to as being dependent upon a 
rejected base claim, but would be allowable if rewritten in independent form 
including all of the limitations of the base claim and any intervening claims. 

Conclusion 



1 . The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicants disclosure. Maniwa (US. 5933584) and Machida (US. 6718378) are 
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cited to show related art with respect to plural device communication via network 
link. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from 
the examiner should be directed to Tia A Carter whose telephone number is 703 
- 306-5433. The examiner can normally be reached on M-F (7:00-3:30). 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the 
examiner's supervisor, Kimberly A Williams can be reached on 703-305-4863. 
The fax phone number for the organization where this application or proceeding 
is assigned is 703-872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from 
the Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information 
for published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public 
PAIR. Status information for unpublished applications is available through 
Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair- 
direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll- 
free). 





Tia A Carter 
Examiner 
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